Paulinian Echoes

Rome, Italy
September 8§ 2011

o'l ETOI A
preach the gospel t
xEI 1T A AOAA

My dear Sisters,

In response to the invitation addressed to all religious all over the world last
year, we reflected on the question of the mystical and prophetic dimensions of
the Christian life and that of the consecrated life. In our last message to you, we
have dwelt deeply on some aspects of the mystical dimension of our life.

This time let us dwell more on the prophetic dimensi on without forgetting
that these two aspects are interrelated.

An authentic prophet is one sent by God. No one, by his own initiative could
DOAOAT A O1T OPAAE ET 'TA60 TAIi A8 )O EO Al

C?As the Father sent me even sesend you826
O'1 OEAOAEI OA AT A i1 ABA AEOAEDI AC

Thus it is, that when God sends his messenger, he also promises hssrength
and his presence in order to accomplish the mission he entrusted.

( EO b O AReHold Aafngyith§ou always, d the close of the agg*o
( EO 00 Redeige@He ¢olyCSpiris®6

1Mk 16:15
2Jn 20:21
3Mt 28:19
4 Mt 28: 20
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for the work to whAE ) EAOA AAIT 1 AA OEAiI 8 Ol h AAE]
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Paul is convinced about this, that is why in his letters, he points out about
EEO AAET ¢ OAPal, ai dposiletoidtbristiidsas byGhe will of Gaith
Like the other apostles, he is assured of the presence and the power of the Lord
that accompany himd, D®not be afraid, but speak and do not remain silent; for |
Al xEOFR (Wi @8 AxAOA OEAO OEOI OCE EEO AD
which is at work and manifests itsd A wdrke®harder than any of them, though it

xAO 1106 ) AOO OEA COA'"RTAe Lordhimsélf&onfiriell hiE E O

O1 E By gradee isufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakn8sé

1 He resolutely proclaims that the effectiveness of his preaching does not come

AOT I EEI AOO mivbsa déorstratioh 6f e Spidit and the Power,

OEAO Ui 60 ZAEOE T ECEO 1106 OAOO EI*™ OEA xE
Following the footsteps of Saint PauLl& AOEAO , T O EpfestibEhd OA O

with a heartonfireh 6 AEIT OA O x1T OE AilT1c¢c OEA bi

instead of returning to his native Provence after his studies. He gave of himself
untiringly for the poor, so as to raise the human and spritual situation of his
DAOEOEEI T AOOh xEOT AOGOGET C '"TA60 11T0OA & O

We too, are prophets whom Christ sends to the world today. Each one of
us receives the same promise from the Lord for the accomplishment of our
mission. The Lord is sayng the same thing to us too: Behold, | am with you
always, to the close of the age. Do not be
afraid, but continue to speak and do not
remain silent. For | am with you . We
know this in theory, of course, but we also
need to believe in it concretely. We need to
affirm our faith in the presence and the
power of Jesus Christ which accompany u

5Jn 20:22

6 Acts 18;
7Acts13:2,4

8 Eph1:1

9 Acts 18:9-10
10 1 Co 1510
112 Co 129

121 Co 24-8
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always in whatever mission we have to accomplish.

#EOEOO6 O POAOGAT AA ET 100 1 EEA 1 AT EEAOC
each one of us today Chri® O ArtuGndll bedclothed with  power from on high.
Receive the Holy Spirit " OO0 AT xA OOWe heedAddeépdnaAd OE
strengthen our faith and not simply point to our weaknesses and lack of ability as
excuses for our lack of faith, for the power of the Lord is made perfect in weakness.
7A 1 660 OAEA EO &£OI1 1 3 08nthe AcGomplighmént oOndyl 1T |
i EOOETTh EO EO '"TABO 8OAARI OEAEBAEO ADC
proclaim as followers of St0 AO1 Thé& o stébd by me and gave me
strength to proclaim the word fullys'd

Like the apostles and St Paul, We g
are called to have an apostolic§
audacity, an audacity which is neither _#
conceit nor temerity. Audacity makes S
no claims of our personal capacities
bAAAOOA AO OEA "l
is the tranquil daring of those who & 4
trust in God aloned*

Confident in Jesus who promised
the gifts of his presence and his
power, the Sister of Saint Paul is
Oaware of her own indigence and the#
greatness of her mission. With =

ahead in spite of obstacles and never
tires of announcing Jesus Christ. She i g
I DAT O1 OEA 3PEOEO xEIT AN TA AAT O OAE «
Each one of us is called to the mission of being prphet. Whatever is the task
CEOAT Oi 0OOh OEEO AAGEHA A3 BG\AOOGES 1xAKD 1G04
living her consecration to the full, in health as in sickness, every sister, regardless of

her occupation, announces the kingdom and makest ipresent among her
AAT T T %1 AT 86

132Tm 4:17
“BL#3
15BL #. 52
16BL.# 53
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Filled with the missionary daring of our founder, four Sisters volunteered to
go to Cayenne ( French Guiana ) in 1727, braving the perils of the ocean and the
tropical diseases to proclaim the Good News to the gxoited populations in these
distant lands.

Today there are still many among us who do not hesitate to leave their
country to serve the foreign missions. Sustained by the strength of Christ himself,
without yielding to d iscouragement, they face , among manyother difficulties,
cultural shock and the arduous task of learning the language of their mission
country.

Let us entreat Mary, the Queen of Apostles whose birth we celebrate this
day, to obtain for us a steadfast faith in the enduring presence and power of Christ
who dwells in us. Today he sends us to bear witness with courage and
perseverance OT OEA OOOOE OEAO OEA (A Eadlnen

to be saved and to come to the knowledje/E OE A’ OOOOES8 S

With my prayers, | reiterate my deep, sincere affection for you all.

Superior General

171 Tm 2:3-4
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ROME : 37 Sisters Attend 3rd Group of Spiritual Renewal

The 3rd Group of Spiritual Renewal started on
September 4 20111t was participated in by 37 Sisters
from 15 Provinces, Districtsand Regions The renewal
program gives them the experience of anintercultural ,
international community in the setting of the
Universal Church. During this period, pilgrimages to
Christian sanctuaries were moments of spiritual
encounter with great models of the faith. The final part
of the Renewal took place in France to renew the fervor
through a return to the origins of the Congregation.

TIMOR LESTE : Mother Myriam EstablishesNew Leadership

Mother Myriam Kitcharoen made a trip to Timor
Leste to establish the new Council for the Region
under the leadership of S. Marie Bibianne PRADO
who replaced Sr.Marie Carmen PANGILINAN.

Braving the dangerously ill-maintained mountain
roads, Mother Myriam met with the Bish ops who
ask for Sisters. The Region wagreaed in 2005
Today it counts 30 young Timorese members still in
Formation with 12 Temporary Professed®isters

Korea : Seoul and Daegu Provinces Welcome Mother Myriam

LA

R During her canonical visit last July to the two
Provincesin Korea and to Kazakhstan, Mother
Myriam reminded the Sisterson the quality of
Consecrated Life in its mystical and prophetic
dimensions.

As Assistant General, & Maria Goretti LEE,
y, accompanied Mother Myriam and served as
interpreter during her conferences with Sisters
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MADRID : 30 SPC Sisters Participate in WYD 2011

.. Around 30 young SPCSisters participated in the World
(/!' Youth Day in Madrid Spain from August 18-25 2011.
- All the continents were represented with delegations
“'* from : Switzerland, France, Korea, Philippines,
& Hongkong-Australia RCA, USA. Two Juniors from the
| International Juniorate in Rome also attended. It was
o for them an experience of a youthful, vibrant and joyful
Church close to Pope Benedict XVI.Many SPC mnet one
® another at the SPCVocation Stand of our Sisters from
@ Australia (See article and photos on pages 2837).

New Foundations in Madagascar and Hawal i

During her visit to Madagascar, Mother Myriam
had the joy of participating at the blessing of the
Si st er s oof mewlywopeneéd community, in
the new Diocese of Farafangana whose Bishop is
Mgr. Benjamin RAMAROSON, is a former student
of SPC. Sr. Saint Jean TRAN and Sr. Léon-Paul de
CHADIRAC joined Mother Myriam in this 15day
visit in August 2011.

In Hawaii, USA, 4 Sisters from the Philippines

- Hawarr constitute the new community of Milalani -Waipahu in
e the diocese of Honolulu. They take charge of the
= administration of the parish school as well as
i o ?}fm responsibilities in the Pastoral Ministry of the two
g parishes.
Abu Dhabi UAE : Invitation to Administer Secondary School
s a5 With the authorization of Mother Myriam and her

&= Council, the delegate of the Bishop of the Diocese of
- Arabia, Msgr. Francis Jamieson went to the
“ Philippines to request that the Congregation accept
to be in charge of the Administration of the Catholic
High School in Abu-Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.
This is the only Catholic Educational Institution in
Arabia. The schoolis expectedto open for the school
year 2012-2013.

Mother Myriam  and Assistants Visit Other PDR s
England-Ireland  September 29-October 7 with Sr. Mary Ann LAURIN
Switzerland October 1223 with Sr. Monique GAUDRON
Nepal November 167 30 with Sr. Maria Goretti LEE

b Al
Ras al Knaie
Sharjah,

S o
X A,b"Dh-'Ar X
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a
IRLAHDE; po¥auME.

PORTUGAL ESPAGNE

Lecler: 207

SPC EUROPE

T he Congregation was bornin Europe at the end of the 17" century. Its ficradleois

in the tiny village of Levesville-le-Chenard, near thecity of Chartres, France.From there
the Congregation spread throughout the world. Today, in Europe alone, the SPC Sisers
are present in 7 countries. France, England, Ireland, Switzerland, Italy, Ukraine and
Russia.
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The Sisters of Saint Paul in France

Avter a period of extraordinary fecundity for the Church of France from 1850 to

1950, when 80 % of relgious leaving for the mission AAd gentesd were French, the
Christian life in our country was profoundly turned upside down by the influence of
materialism, secularism and other ideologies. This resulted in the great diminution of
vocations to the Religious of apostolic life . We are likewise faced with the continued
decrease of our number due to aging and the reality of our physical limitations that
accompany old age. But we welcome our young Vietnamese Sisters to introduce them to
apostolic life, to a life of praise of God and a life of service to our brothers, a service that
is humble, unassuming, and gratuitous.

The Mother House in the spring The health care personnel

birthday of Sr. Therese The newly Professed, Sisters
with the Bishop of Chartres
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Hospitality at the Mother House

At the Mother House, many different groups come and are accommodated in the
meeting rooms or in the chapel.

Priority to our Sisters

All renewal groups coming from Rome spend a day a two in Chartres and visit
Levesville. The same is true for the groups who start from here and proceed to Rome
afterwards. Thustheycanr edi scover t he @nnimgsandthé goyertyof o u
our first Sisterso. ProvingayHoluse wherethey ean meessemei n  t
of our student Sisters studying theology in France.

The Holy Saturday Pilgrimage

This pilgrimage which starts in the morning at a specified place some kilometers away
from Chartres, is open to all persons of the diocese. Itis a time of prayer and reflection
prior to the Easter vigil. Its closing part is held at the Mother House. We, the Sisters
like to participate in this pilgrimage accordi ng to our physical capacities and availability.

By bt
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Jubilee
Celebration

May 28, 2011

Can you recognize
them ?

oyl A%

The Fratern al Assembly

The Fraternal Assembly was started several years agoln this assembly we

invite friends and people we know to join others for two days of personal prayer,
with group reflection, shared prayer. It is a time of silence in a religious setting
combined with a deepened study of the Word of God. Participants come during
the week-end. The groups are weltbalanced, with an equal number of lay and
religious members. Many participants have become regular attendees and many
request to participate again the following year.

Pagel0
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SPC EUROPE: FRANCE

From the beginning,

when our first sisters
taught the little girls in the
cellar of the house in
Levesville, we had a certain
manner of teaching, a
charism which is our
particular trait and which
we desire to pass oneven
after we have left the Catholic Schools in
France. Thus we have oriented the School
Heads who have replaced us in the
primary schools, the middle schools and
the High Schools so that they may
continue to keep alive our charism.

We regularly assemble hem for a
weekend of formation consisting of
information, prayer with the help of
invited animators who know our
spirituality. We help them to become
familiar with the  history of our
Congregation. We hold the privilege of
appointing the new Heads of Schools but
the essential idea of the HATutelaged
Service is primarily to accompany the
school heads incarrying out their mission.

When we visit, we participate in the
Financial, Management and Board of
Trustees meetings or meet with the
Academic staff. Whenever possible, we
attend their liturgica | celebrations at
Christmas, Easter and the Foundation

Parish

1985.

Integration

The Sisters of St. Paul have returned to Voves after a

short absence. Voves is 20 kilometers from Chartres. We
used to run the Catholic School here for 150 years until

Pagell

The Service of iCharism Tutelage 0

day. Every year, we involve them in our
Lenten campaign inviting students to
share with one of our Mission countries.
The last campaign we had was for Haiti.

The ACharism Tutelaged was started
onl vy i n 1991 when
Conference of France asked the
Congregations who were obliged to leave
their schools T due to lack of vocatons-
to accompany the lay School Heads and
the Faculty for the purpose of keeping
alive the spirit of the Founders. When a
local Community lives near the school,
the transmission of the charism is done
through the contact with the Sisters,
through their participation in the school
activities even without the formal tutelage.

Today, with the coming of our young
Vietnamese Sisters,a new form of school
presence is created throughtheir work as
teacher aides in the preschool and
kindergarten classes. Thus our charism
lives on.

of a Community

Today, our presence is not in the school. We live in a
simple house among others in the town. With the parish
priest, we explored the different parish ministries where

t
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we oould participate in.

The people welcomed us
with great joy.

At present, our parish
activities are many and
varied, all in the service of
the parishioners who are
dispersed in the 28 hamlets
and villages of Beauce
preparation for baptism,
catechism, liturgical groups.
We also sing in the choir.
Sister Marthe Francoise
regularly holds communion

services at the Home for the aged. Sister Yvonne helps at the parish information and
secretariat. Sister Frangois Marie is a member of the Parish Council. Where we are is
truly a mission territory where people seem to live comfortably without God despite
their unmistakable Christian roots. Religious practice is virtually nil especially among

the younger generation.

Care for

Elderly Priests

Excerpts from the diocesan review: fEglise en Eure-et-L o i r 0

Shce 2003, the Sisters of St. Paul in

Saint Cheron have converted part of their
convent into living quarters and
bedrooms to open their facilities for
retired priests. When we went over for a
visit, one of these elderly priests opened
the door to welcome us in their residence.

AHow i s | ife at
who have some apprehensions about
Aretiringo here,
the place. Saint Cheron is just like any
retirement house elsewhere, not a place
for old people to die. It is a place of peace
and quiet and of thanksgiving. The
ambiance is very good , thanks to all the
good sisters, to the sniles of the
personnel and to Rev. Father Jeuffroy
who is like a father to all the residents.
Our Bishop and all the priests of the
diocese come for a long visit at leas
twice a year, during Christmas and
Easter.

How do we spend our days? The
mornings pass quickly: bath and

t he

Pagel2

dressing- up, medical care, breakfast,
breviary (prayer of the Hours), reading
the Echoi a local newspaper that we pass
from one room to anot her é

time for the mass together with the
community of the Sisters and a few
neighbors. After lunch, it is siesta time,
then television or reading, a stroll in the

S agantlen eitbeh enrfoatrorPby carh Tdhereare

computers and Internet in the h ouse.

Y Pef) Dheh Frienfs® Hi€sts bt ot © ©

parishioners come to visit, bringing us joy
and consolation.

On Sundays, the solemn mass is
celebrated at 11 a.m. with the Sisters and
around thirty people from the
neighborhood. For the retired former
parish priests, this gives a feeling of
having neverl e f t lifeinthedparish.

Indeed, the ambiance is excellent.
Come, our doors ar e

- Fr. Jean Baptiste Brossier,
Priest resident, Saint Cheron
Chartres, Fran ce

al

t hen
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Appreciation from a

The Parish of 3 Patrons Rathgar is

blessed to have Queen of Peace Centre,
Nursing Home adjacent to the Church.
Proximity makes it very easy for the
residents, the sisters and parishioners to
feel that we are joined in our life and
mission. Each morning the sistersd
presence at the early Mass is a sign that we
are united in prayer as we begin our day by
sharing the Eucharist. Some residents are
fully involved in the life of the parish,
actively participating in Ministries and
contributing to everything that is going on
spCEUROPE | from day to day.
Le. Recently | celebrated
.“mE: the Silver Jubilee of

ENGLAND - IRELAND MY Ordination with
family and friends at

Young Priest in Dublin

a Sunday Mass
here in the parish.
It was wonderful
how the whole
community of the Sisters of St. Paul of
Chartres at the Queen of Peace Centre
joined in with the spirit of the celebration.

Sr. Rose Margaret undertook a very
specific task. She felt that the room where
the celebration lunch would be served
should have a banner, nd just a simple
banner, but one that would express the
significance of the celebration. With
tremendous energy, creative spirit and
talent for design the banner was produced
and in truth it was marvelous!

(see photograph below)

/(// are a \

%{ ////()//(/r/’r/

of bringing GOD's GIFT OF LOVE to His people...”
(Jn Paul I1)

FR. JOE MULLAN, PP |z
on your SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION

“Be worthy of the privilage YOU have received [

of Priestly Service
26 of June, 2011

In a very elegant manner it united the
themes of service and celebration, parish
and wider church by weaving together the
papal colours, words from Blessed Pope
John Paul Il, a warm smiling image of the
one celebrating and images of the Church
here and the great basilica of St Peter in
Rome. Flowers play a great role in
transforming both the liturgical space in
readiness of celebration and the room for
festive meal, and Sr. Cecilia joined with the
Flower ladies and worked tirelessly to
produce beautiful arrangements that were
admired by all. Of course on the day itself
many of the residents, along with the sisters,
joined in the Mass and the refreshments
that followed.

As if that was not enough, the generous
spirit and sense of occasion of the Queen of
Peace Centrecommunity was expressed in
an invitation to a lunch with the community
and residents in the week after the Mass.
This was a delight. Ssters Enda, Marcelle,

Pagel3

Fabiola, Anastasia, Juliet and Cecilia joined
Sr. Rose Margaret in welcoming me. The
dining room was decorated to express
welcome and celebration, all the residents
were dressed in their finest, a magnificent
lunch with wine was served to everyone and
touching speeches and the giving of a
generous gift concluded a memorable day.

| was really delighted that the occasion
of my Silver Jubilee gave expression to the
close links between Queen of Peace Centre
and the Parish of 3 Patrons, that the talents
of Sisters and residents were seen and
appreciated by our parishioners and guests
and that all were able to be involved in the
celebration. Truly this special relationship
between the nursing home, religious
community and active parish is very
precious and worthy of appreciation, long
may it last!

Fr. Joe Mullan PP, Rathgar
Dublin, Ireland
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Sisters o f Saint Paul in London

The Sisters of St Paul de Chartres Vulnerable people in

h ish. Th iety helps families i
first came to England in 1902 where they the parts e Society helps families in

. need of material, financial or spiritual aid .
opened several houses andestablished She also visits the stk and housebound,
themselves in Bloxwich, in the Midlands

bringing Holy Communion , praying with
\évdhfcggtiotr?ey devoted themselves 10 yhom and giving them news of the parish

After many years,
they opened a house in
London for Sisters from
all over the world who
came to England for
studies. In 1965, a |
house was bought in
Highbury, North London
in the Parish of St Joan
of Arc, where the
Sisters immediately
became involved in
activities and the
development of the
parish.

For more than 45 years, the Sisters of
St Paul of Chartres have worked with the
different pari sh priests and parishioners
in various ministries, such as catechism,
preparation for First Holy Communion
and Confirm ation.

Working in the parish is an essential
part of the charism of
the Sisters of St Paulof
Chartres, who were
founded over 300 years
ago in Levesville-le-
Chenard, France, by a
humble parish priest,
Fr Louis Chauvet.

Today in 2011,
though few in number
and advancing in age the Sisters in |
London, continue to have an active |
apostolate and render service according |
to their capacities: Sister Paul Marie, an
active member of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul, wsits poor and

LS ey

. .-.'
By,

!

1

so that they do not feel isolated . Sr. Paul
Marie also leads the singing and serves as
Eucharistic Mi nister at Sunday mass.
Sister Maria Atchara, has amast er 6 s
degree in Education and is a volunteer
staff at the Centre for Research and
Development in Catholic Education
( CRDCE). Sr. Maria contributed
in the research and data
gathering for the publication of
the International Handbook of
Catholic Education . In this book,
she authored a chapter on the
fiChallenges for the schools
of the Sisters
of Sai nt Paul
- of Chartres in
Thail ando
Her current
work involves
processing ma
terial for the
new journal,
finternational




Paulinian Echoes

Studies in Catholic Educationo, and
dealing with general centre
correspondence.

True to their charism, the Sisters of St
Paul of Chartres continue to render
service even when advanced in age.
Mother Gabriel de Marie, 97, is the oldest
member of the community yet she can be
found either mending the church linen or
teaching English. Her special apostolate
is to help religious and lay students to
improve their English. She has spen
many long hours correcting all kinds of
student theses. She taught English to
Polish immigrants - which helped them to
find employment. Even Sisters from other
Congregations or countries (Vietnam)
have benefited from her English teaching
skills.

.

113

o

Page15

SPC EUROPE

Because of its ideal
geographical locdion,
the community in [ SPECIA
Highbury continues ENGLAND - IRELAND
to receive and welcome foreign students
who are in England for regular studies or
those who come during the summer
months to improve their English.

Today, we the Sisters of St Paul of
Chartres , take pride in the fact that our
beginnings though humble and limited,
grew into something beyond the
expectations of both Fr Louis Chauvet
and Mother Marie Anne de Tilly.

Like our Patron Saint Paul, we
conti nualltotalbo .b e #

Sister June RALPH, Highbury, London

m
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01 January 1900, the Prefect of

Porrentruy wrote to the Bishop of
Chartres asking for the Sisters of Saint
Paul in the small village of Chevenez, in
the Swiss Jura near the French border.
This request was granted in the same
year: four Sisters arrived in the month of
September. The communities rapidly
spread in the region either for care of the
sick or the kindergarten schools and
parish work.

The communities in Switzerland
belonged to the French Province until
1967 when the District was created by
Mother Marie Paul Bord. The Swiss
Sisters all made their novitiate in
Chartres or in Paris before the Swiss
novitiate openedin 1996.

Eighty-three  Swiss ladies have
entered the Congregation, the first one

was in 1863 in Chartres. Several Swiss

Sisters have been missionariesto the East
Indies, Canada, Philippines, Japan,

The SPC of Switzerland

Vietnam, Hongkong, Cameroon and
Madagascar. Today one Swiss missionary
continues to work in Peru.

At present, the District counts 23
Sisters in 4 communities: Porrentruy (2),
Bienne and Boncourt. Out of the 23
Sisters, 3 are French nationals (two of
whom came from Antilles and Vietnam);
one Canadian; 2 Malagasy nationals, two
Vietnamese and 16Swiss nationals with 6
coming from the SwissGerman District.

There are 14 ssters who are below 60,
with 9 Sisters below the age of 50. We
have one Junior in the District, but no
novice nor postulant at this time.

Bienne: An International Community in an International City

As of 2011, the dty of Bienne has

52705 inhabitants. 70% of the population
are Swiss. The people represent 140
nationalities and 70 languages. There is
one SPCinternational Community present
in Bienne and it has the challenge of giving
witness to an authentic fraternal life which

Pagel6

is enriching for the Sisters coming from
different continents, with their cultural
differences. There are five Sisters in the
Bienne community coming from 4
different  countries:  French  Guiana
Madagasca, Vietnam, Swiss.
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French is our common language
although German is quite necessary in
this city which is uniquely bi-lingual in
Switzerland. All of us, in one way or
another journey with persons who suffer
poverty in any form. We do this both
personally and as a community when we
volunteer to help in the Caritas GAD
Bienne Grocery store.

Thus, Sr. Marianne and Sr. Denise gg#
both practice their profession as nurses. §
One does it by doing nursing care to
individual patients in their homes , while
the other works in a Home for the aged
whose residents have psychiatric
illnesses and cannot be acceped in
regular homes for the gz 3 Prg
aged.

Whenever  possible,
these Sisters also serve
the sick who go for a
pilgrimage to Lourdes
organized by the French
speaking region  of
Switzerland. Our own
Sister Irene is one of
the head organizers of
pilgrimages for the sick
in our Region.

Sr.  Denise  Siger
likewise does volunteer
work to accompany
adult catechumens.

Sr. Angele does home
visitation as part of her parish
involvement. Her apostolate favors old
persons who suffer from isolation and the
homebound who request to receive Holy
Communion. On Thursdays, Sr. Angele

spends her afternoon“turgzﬁ'lcf"IC
cloakroomd where she eOLII

second hand clothing that are sold at
extremely low prices to the poor. Once |n
a while she goes

parish project that serves lunch for a
token charge.
Sr Veronigue V. was appointed by the

Bishop to head the
Ecumenical Pastoral for
handicapped persons.
She takes the car to
contact children and
adults who are mentally
handicapped, meeting
them where they are, in
their school, at work, at
home and establishing
relationship with their

families and care-givers.

Sr. Therese N. is a
Theology student in the
university in  Fribourg
and takes part in our
actions for the poor
through her prayers
and her presenceat the

Carltas Bienne Grocery store. During the
summer months she goes with the youth
to summer camp. She is appointed official
reader, Minister for Holy communion and
animator for the singing during Parish
b FAts ions. A
esemcgrnnatment w% [Crly (o]
be pres nt in the” parish, in"the™ poor
quarters sharing life with the Christians

anﬂ thoEe wrp% qgek f,;o(si,r as v&eil s a/wth
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Sr Véhnique during.a
catechism meeting with
mentally hand icapped children

by

persons who lost |
the meaning of life (
or those searching

for meaning.

we |

social

* SPCEUROPE SWITZERLAND

We are open to
meet with non -believers, and those with
precarious
situations.

and  psychological

We give meaning to all these experiences
C 0 mi

ng them as fnGo
Sr Veronique VALLAT
SPC Switzerland

The Faces of Persons Living in Poverty and Social Insecurity

Suitzerland has a population of 7.78 million. There are 22% who do not possess

a Swiss passport and between 8 to 10 percentive below the poverty line. Statistics
released by UNICEF showed that 6.8% of all children living in conditions of poverty all

over the world are found in Switzerland.

In Bienne, poverty touches not only the foreigners but also the Swiss peope,
men and women alike. Five percent of the population are unemployed and a bigger
number of people are surviving through social welfare. There are many reasons for this
tragedy: lack of formation, loss of employment, divorce, sickness death, dependency,

excessive debt.

Under such conditions, having food, clothing, and heating, raising up a child,
having medical care etc, become a daily problem, a reality that one hides i due to the
stigma and shame attached to this condition in a rich country like Switzerland.

Moved by the orientations of the Capitular Acts of 2007, in community, we
sought to find ways by which we could help these persons. This § what led us to go to

Caritas. At t hat

ti me

it

was a necessity

worked on the project for two years and it came a realization on July 6, 2010, the date of

the opening of t h

e i

Car i tspossorsBip efihe &ADGa oc er
Foundation which is active for social help projects in Bienne.

As a community, we decided that one Sister must be present at the Grocernevery
Wednesday afternoon. Our mission is to welcome the clients, supervise the new

personnel and manage the presentation of the goods.

The items in this Grocery are intended only for people who are on state welfare
aid, sent to us either by the parish or by the municipality. This grocery store is more
than just a low cost grocery store, it isalso a place where one meets other persons who
are suffering the same social conditions of poverty. Poverty and unemployment push
them to isolation because of shame. The visit tothe grocery brings them out of their
isolation, gives them opportunity to r egain their self-esteem through the support and
advices given At the same time, the new employees are also in the same situation of
instability. They are being guided and supervised by volunteers who are professionals.
Theseyoung apprentices have losttheir jobs and are givena chance tohave a normal,
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Paulinian Echoes

working load and schedule
! through specially created

jobs.

"~ SPCEUROPE SWITZERLAND

When we reach out to
another to walk
ourselves to listen, to have a dialogue of life, to gaze
at the other with the eyes of faith and allow oneself
to be evangelized, and then, at a given moment, dare
to offer a word of hope, we ar e

the road with him, opening

disciples going to Emmaus. ThIS is what we committed ourselves t 0 do in community last
July 6, 2011. With the grace of God, following the breath of the Spirit we move forward

impelled by the convictions articulated

Lourdes

In 2006, | went to Lourdes for the first

time and | was touched with the great
number of sick persons . But most of all, |

was greatly impressed by the good
organization established to make the sick
persons comfortable and disposed to
follow the liturgical celebrations. That
inspired a wish in my heart to be able to
go back to Lourdes as a nurse to help the
great number of suffering pilgrims as they
approach God. We go to Lourdes to
deepen our spiritual life. It is a time of

grace and of miracles. It is here that |

witne ssed one very beautiful miracle: the

miracle of love that is given constantly
through the days.

|t started on b odawitd
the witness given by the nurses: their

warm welcome to the patients, their smile,
joy and selfless service, givirg without

counting the cost. For me, they were
persons who sow hope. Their availability
all owed lowotd the passed on
through us to the sick,

the suffering body of

Christ.

In this place, there are no

social barriers. We are

one family. We did not go

there to earn our bread,

but simply to help the
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in the Capitular Acts of 2007 .

- SPC Sisters of Bienne

. Pilgrimage with the Sick

sick have access to the bread of heaven,
Christ in the Eucharist, and drink of the
water from the Rock. All that so the Lord
can come to renew them and us in faith,
hope and charity right there in their ro ad
of suffering and sickness.
As conclusion, | would like to say that |
experienced the gospel ideal in Lourdes:
Love of God through love of neighbor. |
felt so at home. | understood the mission
of the pilgrimage nurses: to become a
fi p a s ef @y, lbve, and peace;to bring a
bit of the light of Christ to those who are
in the darkness of suffering; to be bearers
of the gospel who carry others to Jesus
through Mary; that he may touch them
£ RealgG ;¢ o
As for me,
a c h bu the irony is that | was touched
by Godoés Igaughtaevirua: modo
back and serve. | thank the Sisters of St.
Paul who have allowed me to join this
pilgrimage and given me counsel. | thank
the group of nurses who gave me much
through their dedi cated
work. Most of all, | thank
all the sick persons 1
without them, | could not
have done this pilgrimage
and have this beautiful
experience.

t.rain

T Sr Denise

foll owing
example, when he walked along the road with the

| was not



